GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

Independence Day 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

We are all graced with an abundance of gifts from God which are too manifold to
enumerate and too precious to fathom. These gifts encompass each and every aspect of
our lives and include every person we meet, every sight we behold, and every breath we
breathe. Yet none of these can compare to one particular gift which God has given to
humanity, and to humanity alone — freedom.

“Freedom” is an exceptionally substantial term and it is truly impossible to
describe its vast meaning for us Orthodox Christians. In contemporary society it amounts
to an individualistic expression of self-determination and autonomy. We often speak of
a freedom from something. Yet, in Orthodoxy it has a deeper meaning since we envision
it as a freedom towards something. Freedom in the Orthodox context does not entail doing
whatever we desire, but in receiving this gift from God, it must then reflect the manner
in which we received it. Thus, we must use our freedom in love. God gave us this gift not
out of compulsion, but willingly out of His own love for us. So too are we called to
exercise our freedom in love because we are a reflection of our Creator and, as such, our
individuality is not entirely our own. Therefore, it is evident that this gift of freedom is
not a freedom from another, but a freedom towards love especially as we hear in Scripture,
“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love” (Gal. 5:13).

It is with this understanding of freedom — Christian freedom - that we should
reflect on its meaning as we celebrate our nation’s 2424 anniversary of its independence.
We often hear countless politicians, media personalities, and fellow citizens who
reference the word “freedom” as a rallying cry, sometimes as a means to remind us of the
sacrifices that were made to “form a more perfect union.” Other times, however, it is
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lamentably used as an empty declaration the means of which are to further a particular
point of view. This application of the term “freedom” often reduces it down to a mantra to
be broadcast rather than elevating it as a principle to be upheld. Furthermore, it becomes
far too easy to lose sight of the essence of this gift which God has made us beneficiaries.

In exercising our freedom in love, we are enabled to right wrongs when we see
injustices, to heal pain when we encounter suffering, and to bring tranquility to a world
in chaos. It encourages us to lift up the dejected, to comfort the marginalized, and to give
voice to those too frail to be heard. It opens our eyes to the plight of our neighbor
regardless of race, gender, age, socio-economic status, or nationality because every
person bears the unmistakable and distinct image of Christ within them and is entitled
to their God-given dignity of personhood. Freedom in love motivates us to advocate for
those whose freedoms are oppressed such as our Mother Church, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople, the nation of Cyprus, the Syrian and Armenian peoples,
and countless others who have endured untold horrors and atrocities within the past
century.

If, however, we choose to use our freedom in another way — in a manner that
promotes exclusion, apathy, or that seeks to set a chasm between us and the other — then
we create for ourselves an unbridgeable divide which not only separates us from our
neighbor, but also eternally separates us from God. This would denigrate the very gift of
freedom given by God and entrusted to us to safeguard. Squandering this gift would
evoke the fear of one of our founding fathers, John Adams, when he said, “Oh posterity!
You will never know how much it cost the present generation to preserve your freedom. I hope you
will make good use of it. If you do not, I shall repent in heaven that I ever took half the pains to
preserve it.”

Let the celebration of our nation’s independence inspire us to seek this freedom in
love continually within our hearts and minds so that it may permeate our very being and
so that we may be encouraged to become ambassadors of freedom everywhere and for
every person seeking justice throughout the world. “Thanks be to God for His indescribable
gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15).

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
//&ZOW- C«' ﬁ'ﬂ é"""‘?’ yéoj

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITIOIMANTOPIKH ET'KYKAIOX HMEPAX THX ANEEAPTHXIAX TQN H.IL.A. 2020

ITpog tov evAaéotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovg ITpoédooug kat td MEéAN twv ExkAnolwaotikwv ZuupovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwddokovtag kal dwaokopévoug Twv Katnxntwav kal EAANvucwov XxoAeiwy,
Tac Opyavawoeig g NeoAalag kal anav 10 XQLOTEMWVUHOV TIAT)QWHA TWV €V0EPRWV
0p0006EwVv Xootiavav t¢ Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng.

Avyammn ol pov ddeAgot,

‘H 41 TovAiov dmnoteAet omovdaia Nuéoa Yid 10 Apeouaviko "EOvog, dAA& kal
Y& 6Aovg éuag mov Covpe oty evAoyNuévn avt I'n g Apeokng, kabwg éoptdlet
™V €émételo g Aaknovéng g Avelaptnoiag tov ano v MeyaAn Boetavia, mov
EAafe xawoa oy IToAN g PAadéApelag otic 4 TovAiov Tov 1776. AT 1] ONUAVTIKT)
érételog foptdletar 0é OAOKANON ™V Xwoa MHE TAVNYUVELKO TEOTO, KaBwg
UmevOLHICeL OXL HOVO 0TOUG ApeQkavoug dAAG katl 0é 0AOKkANEN TV Otkovpévn, Tig
aéleg kal & Wavikd yik t& omoia moAéunoav ot Ilatégec tov "EOvouvg wote v
KeEdIoOLY TNV AveEAQTNOIX TOVS KAl V& TTQOOTATEVOOLV TA DIKALWHUATA TOVG Kal TV
KvoLaQyia Tovg.

Oa meémet €€ doxne va tovicovpe OtL 1) Alakr)ovEn avty otnoixOnke kol
Paoiotnke 016 mvevpa ¢ Anpoxgatiag, T6 6Tolo pwtot evémvevoav otov Kéopo ot
Apxatot "EAANveg, dAAQ kal ot)v mtiotn kal éumiotoovvn g avOpwmivng Cwng kal
vndpfews otV péouva kal mpdvolax tov Beov. X6 kelpevo ™G Atakn)ovéng Tng
Avelapmoiag twv 13 tote Hvwpévwv ToArtewwv g Apeoknc dixdlovue petalo
twv dAAwv: «Eueic, oi avtimpoowror twv Hvwuévwv TloAteiwv tne Auepikng, dgpov
ovykadéoaue Tevikn Lvvédevon, eruxkalovuevor tov Yméptato Kpitn 100 K000V @G
paptvpa twv mpobéoewv pac, dtaxnpvooovue Kal OnAwvovue EMoNUwe, 0To dvoua Kai
ué éovoia 100 dyabov Aaod TV AmolkiwV avT@V, 0TL ADTEC 0l Evwuéves AToLkiec,
anotedovv kal dikalwuatikd opeidlovy va dnotedéocovy éAevlOepec kal avelaptnreg
nioAtelec [...]. Kai mpoc otnpién avtne tne odwaxnpvéng, éxovtac axAovntn niotn oty
nipootacia tnc Ociac Ipovoiag, auotpata deouevovue petald uac tic Zwéc pac, Tic
Ileprovoiec pac kai tiv iepn Tiun pac». Etvat moAL ovykivntikd 16 yeyovog OtL éketvol
oV MOAEUN oV kal aywvicOnkav yiax v éAdevOepla tov 'EOvovug, avayvwoloav v
AToOALTN kvowpXilar Tov Oeov kal oé Exetvov otolxOnkav yuk va kepdioovv tv
AveEapmnoia tovg AAAL kal va oltkodopr)joovv 0 péAAov avtoL tov "EOvouc.
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"Exovv mepdoel dvoplon aitwves amd TotE ayarmntol Hov, Kal onpeQa
TLEQLOOOTEQO ATO TOTE, TO HNVLHA TG AveEapmnolag eival dkoun EmikalQo kal
Covtavo unpootd pac. ‘OAa avtd Yk t& 0mola moAéunoav kat QuolkoOnkav éxetvol,
paivovtal onpeQa wg PN avaykala kal xonowa and moAAovg. Kamolot mpoomaBovv
0TO Ovopa NG lodtnTag kal g éAevOegiag va lO0TEdWOOLY T TIAVTA, XWEIS EAgod.
Na kataotoépovv tic 1M0ucés apxés avtov tov 'EOvouvg, va owdéouvv v
HoaAAodolla, va katagyrjoovv TV Aatouwkn éAevBegia kal va vmotafovv TOV
avOpwmo oTdV EAeyx0 TOovG, eite Héow NG TexvoAoyiag, eite péow TNG OLKOVOULKTS
eVHAQELNG, €lTe HEéOw TOVNEWV Kal OKOTEWWV TEOTIWV MOV KATATIATOLV TV
avOowmivn a&ia kat 6Aa 6oa pag dwdaoket 1) ExkkAnoila kat 1) Totogia.

Og@eldovpe Opwsg 6Aol va avtiotabovpe oé avt)v v Nowr] iloomédwon.
Towaiteoa Eueig, ot "‘EAANvec g Apeokng, dvékabev divape kal cvvexiCovpe va
dtvovpe 10 KaAO mapaderypua otrv Apeowavikr) Kowwvia, agov oefouaocte v
Totopia avtng g Xweag, 10 Lovtayua kal tovg Nopovg, kal duxmpémnovpe o0é k&Oe
topéa, kavovtag avtv v Kowvwvia 6Aoéva mio duvatr] kat éAev0egn. Ayamovue
avTV ™V Xwoa 1é OAN pag v kaedik kat elneda evyvwpoves Yk OAa doa pag €xet
xaploet, 6mwe To dukaiwpa v Covpe EAev0eQoL, 0¢ Eva TOALTIOUEVO TteQBAAAOV, TTOV
O£BeTal TA DIKALWUATA HAGS, HAG ETUTEETEL VA AaTQeVOLVUE TOV AANOLVO B0, kat divel
100eG MOAAEG dDLVATOTNTEG OTA MAOLX HAG WOTE VA& yivouv &lot kal émituyxnuévol
TOALTEG TOU avELo. Ag ovveyxloovpe Aomov pé k&be T00MO VA dyamovpe kal v&
oefopaote avTHV TV VAOYNUEVT XWoa TNG APEQIKTS, VA TIpoLUE Tic Ovoieg éxelvwv
mov moAéunoav yik v €AevOepla, kal va dwdAokovue OTd MWW HAS TNV
TEOONAWON Kal TV d@ooiwon oé OAa avTtd td Daviky, Yid T dmola Ovotdodnkav
Kkal ol Apegucdvol dAAG kadl ot “EAANveg mpdyovol pag, kal Yk T Omola mEETEL V&
aywviCovtat kat éxetva kabnueovas katl va etvat vegrpava.

Xooviax moAAa! O Oedc va evAoyet kal va oxkemalet pé v Xaen Tov v
evAoyNUéVT avT) Xwoa kal GAovg ToUg MOALTES TG.

Meta maTtokng ayAamng Kal damvowy VXY,

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ
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